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Frequently Asked Questions: 
Local Creativity Grant 
This is a supporting document to the Local Creativity Grant Guidelines. It will 
assist with preparing applications and delivery of activities. This fact sheet 
contains frequently asked questions about Council’s expectations of 

applicants and successful recipients. 
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Frequently Asked Questions  

For further information regarding Penrith City Council’s Community Funding 
Program, please view the ‘Frequently Asked Questions: Community Funding 

Program’ on the Grants Webpage under ‘Key Documents.’  

Am I eligible for this grant? 

You are eligible if you are one of the following: 

• an incorporated creative group, collective or not-for-profit cultural 
organisation with an ABN which is based in Penrith LGA. 

• an unincorporated group, based in the Penrith LGA that has evidence of 

auspice from an incorporated not-for-profit organisation. If the 
application is by an unincorporated group, then it should provide 
evidence of auspice from an incorporated not-for-profit organisation. 

• a creative or professional artist with an ABN who resides in the Penrith 
LGA.  

How much money can I apply for?   

The total amount available for this grant is $23,500. Applicants may apply for 
a grant up to a total funding amount of $5,000. 

You don’t need to apply for the maximum amount – it’s best to apply for the 
amount needed to make your activity happen.  

What types of activities are eligible for funding? 

• Practice across all creative, visual, and performing artforms, including 
music, sculpture, dance, painting, writing, literature, design, screen arts, 

digital media and more.  

https://www.penrithcity.nsw.gov.au/community-library/community/grants
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• One-off activities e.g., an activity that is delivered once or reoccurs over 
a defined period of time.  

• One-off purchase of equipment which supports proposed activities e.g. 
technology to assist in the delivery of the activity.  

• Activities that support communications and promotion of new 
initiatives.  

• Activities that are free or low-cost for the community to participate in. 

Do you have any examples of eligible activities? 

The Local Creativity Grant is a new grant that has no precedent for what has 
been successfully funded. If you are a local artist, creative group or arts 

organisation and have an idea that meets the objectives of the grant as 
outlined in the Grant Guidelines, we encourage you to contact Council to 
discuss and explore your idea.  

The following are examples of eligible activities: 

• An artist develops and installs temporary public artworks in curious 
location/s around Penrith City (with permission of landowners). 

• A group of artists working in different artforms, such as music, dance, 
writing and video, collaborate to develop a new multi-artform work 
which is showcased at a local business. 

• A young contemporary dancer collaborates with a senior traditional 
cultural dancer to devise new hybrid forms of sharing ancient stories, 
performed at a local event. 

What is a theory of change? How can a theory of change inform the activity 

description in my grant application? 
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Theory of change is a process of thinking through, and documenting, a logical 
3-step argument. It helps you decide what activities to undertake, based on 
why the project is important in the first place. 

It asks: 

1. WHY are you doing this? What is the PURPOSE of the project? What is the 
change you want to see? (this is your desired outcome) 

2. What do you KNOW about achieving that outcome? (this is your 

evidence, and might be from your own practice knowledge, or from 
research, census id etc) 

3. Then, the theory of change is a logical 3-step argument for making 

decisions about WHAT activities to undertake : 

“We want this (desired outcomes) and we know this (your 
evidence), therefore we will do (… these activities which are the 

focus of the grant proposal) 

For example, this is the theory of change for Yarn Bombing Penrith that was 
delivered in December 2022: 

Theory of change - Cultural 

Aiming for creativity to be stimulated  

and knowing that  

• at 60+y.o., participation rates in arts/cultural activities drops from 
81% to 51% 

• that Penrith has active knitting groups, of which the average age 
is 60+yo, willing to contribute to projects that support women 

escaping violence  
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• that the Blacktown City Council Knit Bomb project for 16 Days of 
Action has run successfully for 4 years and is a much loved and 
anticipated project. 

we will  

• engage a lead yarn bombing artist to coordinate a bright and 
colourful, collaborative yarn bomb temporary public artwork that 
contributes to ROAM Penrith Festival and 16 Days of Action  

• and if successful (determined by impact evaluation), look to 
include yarn bombing as an ongoing 16 Days of Action project. 

Theory of change - Social 

Aiming for enhanced social connectedness 

and knowing that  

• that residents enjoy participating in arts/cultural activities 

because they feel more connected to community  

• at 60+ y.o. arts/cultural participation rates in Penrith LGA drops 
from 81% to 51%  

• victim-survivors of domestic abuse can feel, and are often, 
socially isolated  

• that members of knitting/crochet groups want to contribute to 
important causes 

we will  

• invite women from knitting/crochet groups across Penrith LGA to 
donate squares that will be stitched with other pieces to create 

the yarn bombs  
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• promote the project as a collaborative artwork to prompt 
conversations about domestic abuse  

• invite the groups to ROAM Festival and the activities for 16 Days of 
Action  

• debrief after the project to understand their experience and see if 
they would like yarn bombing and creative collaborations to 
continue next year.   

• aim to bring the groups together so that they can expand their 
social connections 

Considering the two theories of change together, gives you the activity 

description. 

Short Activity Description (no more than 200 words) 

For the annual international campaign, 16 Days of Action Against Gender-

Based Violence, women from local knitting and crochet groups are 
collaborating on a creative project to Yarn Bomb Penrith.   

Yarn bombing is a colourful public display where trees and street furniture are 

temporarily wrapped with knitting and crochet to make people smile and 
perhaps see their place in a different way.  

The yarn bomb installations will be displayed throughout the 16 Days of Action 
from 25 November to 10 December. Yarn Bomb Penrith aims to inspire 

conversations about gender-based violence and how women and children 
can be safer in our community and in their homes.  

The yarn bombs will feature across the ROAM Penrith festival site along High 

Street and Triangle Park. All day at ROAM on Sunday 27 November, we will offer 

free knitting, crocheting and yarn bombing workshops, and continue to add to 
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the yarn bomb artworks. 

On 12 December, the pieces will be taken down and professionally laundered 
and made into blankets for donation to women’s shelters and other charities. 

When do I need to submit my application by? 

For information regarding specific grant timelines and key dates, please view 
the Community Funding Snapshot and Key Dates here 

Am I able to submit more than one grant application? 

Yes. For the Local Creativity Grant, applicants can submit two grant 
applications per grant round unless also acting as an auspice. The Local 
Creativity Grant is open once per year. Please note that applicants that 

possess the same ABN will be regarded as coming from the same 
organisation. 

When will we find out if we are successful? When will we receive the funds? 

You can expect to be notified of the outcome of your application 
approximately 8 weeks from when application submissions close. Successful 
applicants will be given 2 weeks to sign and return their funding agreement 

alongside any specified funding conditions. Funds will then be distributed 
within approximately 2 weeks.  

When can we run our activity?   

Eligible activities must be held: 

• Round 1 – October of the application year to October of the following 
year 

• Round 2 – May of the application year to May of the following year 

Do I need to recognise Council’s contribution?  

https://www.penrithcity.nsw.gov.au/community-library/community/grants/community-funding-snapshot-and-key-dates
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No. Grant recipients are not required to recognise Council’s contribution to the 
activity. However, the Community Funding Policy outlines that recipients must 
seek approval in writing from Penrith City Council prior to using Council's logo 
in promotional materials.   

We have another question – what can we do?   

Please contact a Cultural Strategy officer by calling 4732 7777 or emailing 
cultural.strategy@penrith.city  
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